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conscientiously. His remark that "the heart of
England has been touched with pity for this young
man " was received with cheers from the congregation,
many of whom subsequently signed the petition.

Within  little more  than  a  week from the trial
180,000 signatures to the petition had been obtained,
and it was confidently believed that by April i, when
Pierron proposed to present it to the Home Secretary,
the number would amount to half a million.   But
behind the scenes the Home Office was acting with
unusual promptitude. In reply to a question in Parlia-
ment asked by Mr John Ward on March 27 the Home
Secretary, Mr Gladstone, promised to take into con-
sideration the unusual and peculiar circumstances of
Rayner's case; and on the 3ist he wrote to Pierron
saying that " in view of all the circumstances he had
felt warranted in advising his Majesty to respite the
capital sentence with a view to commutation to penal
servitude for life.35   The news was received with joy
by Mrs Rayner, but when the prisoner, who was in
Pentonville, had the information conveyed to him all
he could say was that " so far as he personally was
concerned, he would have preferred to get the whole
business over and done with, instead of having to
endure years of misery behind iron bars." And in this
understandable attitude he persisted, for on October
21, 1907, he attempted to commit suicide in his cell
bed at Parkhurst Prison by opening an artery in his
wrist, and in April 1908 he was charged before the
visiting magistrate with having set fire to his prison
bedding. The result of these two outbursts was to
bring upon himself periods of solitary confinement
with bread-and-water diet.   Yet Rayner's sufferings
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